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PRES|I DENT6 S WELCOME:
October 2022.

Well, here we are celebrating the Machinery
Preservation Clubdés 40t h
great opportunity to celebrate, enjoy, reflect on where
we have come from and where we would like to go in
the futue.

I 6m sur e you wiHthissgedgl 4@th
Year Anniversary version of our Ploughs and Pistons
Newsletter that will take you through our journey from
way back in 1982 when a small group of people with a
shared passion to rescue, preserve and restore iconic
items of machinery andequipment that was
instrumental in shaping the development of Western
Australig got together and formed a club.

a

There were 11 foundation members at the inaugural
meeting held on the 9th February 1982 and we still have
six of those members in our cluddiay. David and Judy
Ashfold, Ralph and Wendy Thomas, Victor James and
Bob Jackson. On behalf of all members, | thank them
and their fellow foundation members for the wonderful
club we have today.

We have now settled back into the old Poweude
/Boiler room complex and created a wonderful setting
for the next phase in our

Our membership has grown to close to 300 with the
introduction of GAffiliate clubs meaning we now share
the facility with likeminded groups, t@nsure these
magnificent heritage listed buildings are available for
the wider community to enjoy.

Currently our®Affiliate Clubsblisted are:

- CWA Midland Branch
- Midland and District Historical Society
- Hand Tools Preservation Society of WA

Our future looks bright with our aims to create a
working Power House museum, working displays of
iconic engines and equipment and a whole range of
activities/experiences associated with our affiliate
clubs. Together we plan to create a really busy hub by
expanding our offerings to the wider community under
t he banner of AMi dl and
Group® .

Lastly but not least wish to make special mention of
Ralph and Wendy Thomaswho have spent an
inordinate amount of time putting this magnificen
publication together for us to enjoy. A great job and
very much appreciated by all members and associates.

Regards and enjoy your read through our past 40 years.

Max Leggetti President MPC of WA

FROM THE EDITORS.

Wendy and | havevritten andedited many editions of
Old Ploughs and Pistons, but thisswithout adoubt

Ahe mpsy difficgtaas we lWadomnitied quiselvessto u s

produce an edition that coesithe 40 years of our club
history. Hopefully this commemorativedition will

give you something to keep as a record of our past, and
aspirations for the future.

Lro&kiﬁgd baék,hvxché’nu\/\% set off on this journey to
establish a club that would bring together like minded
enthusiasts, it never occurred to us that 4@s/ater we
would reach this milestone. One of the real pluses for
us, is that we still have three members and partners from
the original eleven, still involved in our activities.

Sadly, we have lost several of these stalwarts, while
others have mad on to other interests. During the
years of club life, we have had many enthusiastic and
hardworking members who have contributed to the
success we have enjoyed.

Early days saw us attempting to convince show
organisers that we could put on dig@avhich would
benefit them. Our efforts were not short on enthusiasm,
but we had to make do with what we had to make our
displays presentahlée., steel pickets and rope fences
As the years flowed by, we soon learned to put a polish
on how to attracboth members and demand for our
presentations. Mempeys wjth maqye experience helped
others with restoration projects, and a great comradery
was established.

This was improved by our social activities, where
camping became very popular when attendiogntry
shows. After the establishment of the NHMA, we found
members were keen to head
show our Eastern States enthusiasts that we were able
to challenge ther and we did!

We have now been at the Midland Railway Workshops
for over a quarter of a centunyFirstly, in the
Powerhouse Compldgr 15 years, then we were moved
to temporary accommodation iBlock 3, where we
remainedintil we were returned to thRowerhouseast
year.This demonstrates our commitment to the Midland
area and its historic pasthis time we are part of the
Midland Community Group, and together we hope to
frBANd e s LS i teeMigland rea

Obviously we have not been able to cover all shows
and displays for 40 yeaad much has been written up
before, but we hope it will be of interest to new
members and a reminder to older ones againhsve
tried to put together a selection of differarticlesand
include as many membersasssible

We hope you enjoy the read and the photographs.
Ralph and Wendy Thomasi
Founder and Life Members.
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HAPPY 40" ANNIVERSARY!

Late in 1981, Bob Jackson and Ralph Thomas |
independently placed articles in WA newspapers,
looking for likeminded people to join them in
establishing a club for the restoration and displaying of
farm machinery. The two made contact and arranged a
first meeting for the9™ February 1982 at the home of
Bob Jackson.

11 peopleattended Bob Jackson, Ralph Thomas, . .
David Ashfold, Victor JamesJohn Stidwell, Mark st Show atijﬂgel'g?;“ estead, ot Caﬂ:,'cgr:;;v‘i%z
Colleran, Fred Gibbon, Mac Lightbody, Tom Mackay,
Wally King and Hugh Manningt of those are still MPC
Founder and Lifenemberst0 years down the track

During the early years the MPC attended many local
and country showsYarloop Steantrest, Donnybrook
Apple Festival, Dwellingup Log Chop, Wagin

One of the earlyneeting was a field trip and meeting Woolorama, Muresk, NorthamBoddington Rodeo,
at the property of Hugh Manning in Mardella, where  Kelmscott, Canning, WannerooCastledare 25
members enjoyed inspecti nghnivélshg eelkend shewdnd tReCRoyal® mentidr d
driving around on tractors older than most of pyta few.
thenselves Father Christmasarrived for
our children, via Jeep in
Gosnells and via boat on the
Canning River in Beckenham
A weekend show at Newtown
House in Vasse incorpost a

After meeting at the homes of Victor James and Ralph
Thomas forsome time, the increasing membership
began meeting at the Kelmscott Learning Centre on a
monthly basis, and the Machinery Preservation Club
was then registered as an Incorporated body fotthe _

street parade in Busselton. We

January 1984.
) ) ) ) o gave rldes to children behind
‘The first editioRi of orsOd dgwabs pyghsy @Nder B Reaniog andia n |
issued in 1986 and these are still available in our library. Fete ¢ Beckenham Primary SchocThe dFirebreak
FROM THE VERY BEGINNING. Festival 6 i n NabRvad npbhe ra n1d9 8AR
paddock in Beckenham, became an annual event, and
was greatly enjoyed by all who attended, wih
without tractors
The Yarloop SteamFest in 1988 was tinst time we
cooked an oxtail stew (compliments of member Bernie
Williams) in the camp ovens, and this was to be a
feature at quite a few future shoivgreatly enjoyed by
club members and some public alilkdthough maybe
not by some of our childrén

South Suburban News

WEST AvuSTRALIG. 9 Tu AevCouca

S When the Thomas
= family of Beckenham
want to go down to the
farm they need go no
farther th:m their
/ backyard.
S For part of their 15
£ hectare block is filled =
with a coﬂeclxon of old
: farming implemen 2
£ and a horse to com- ',
< plete the rural setting.
S Mr Ralph Thomas
a

Club badges, stickers
and iron-on badges were
introduced in 1986as well
as club apparel.

Bob Jackson was honoured

s st
There is also a minia-
ture mining museum
in one corner of the Sandra (6) Thoma:

®)

:L?s';,mﬁ';;j‘*::?}ag OF Bockentns: e . with a Life Membership.
& P on a 1923 tractor . . y A
Shiidel Lel|  TRACTOR BUFFS
e g e parent colect o /" TO MEET We had quite a few country members in the early days,
fe S o kg ‘
{ e Thomas aid gt 400 axekeen. Heves ool vetoge  wth ol hiockal sk, and eventually they decided to start a cluthefrtown,
£ whenever they saw an ear from anyon tractor  onthaslasts are chariable TOup '] . .
£ 0ld piece of machinery i e inter formiog » b 1o bt et | and in 1989 The Old Machinery Club of WA was born.
;g“:‘n‘gr “l‘fyth“:)‘,‘edmﬁg ests who would lik restore  and  diplay  the Members inspected  and
G et | e g SR | Over the years we hawtended weddings, milestone
telephone number . nong's collection o ) )
elthgrmsepﬁooreg?ﬁ :o S 458 5435. Al & mecting beld o the  vintage tractors  some of -
e KO | et peopery of Mc  which were be birthdays and unfortunately, some funerals together,
she sai ugh Mannin the jore 1 were bom e . . .
JThe  colection_was monbers ducamed fiswe  group i mes agts oo just like ary extended familyWe have been away on
band, and she became TVies  which  Co pell 2 e o ame of Mr . .
i s i ol Ve e, 1 P P | Many weekend and Easter trips in our caravans and
e ot 9k pon gt worki and statie (oot mt Spen or H
el machiney moe oo 00 e | CAMpers and have travelled east on several occasions to
that meither she nor Displays may be  group contact Mr R Jackson . . . .
ErE onpaised i coujumction  on 398 3798 attend NationaMachinery Rallie§ 3 of which won us
a:eﬁizrdnx P the Best Club Display, not a mean feat for a West
was also a source .
azudgmngm '“&‘f Australian Cluth




In 1987 Ralph Thomas was asked to the official
representative of the MPC, at the Inaugural National
Machinery Conventiom Victoria, to be hosted by the
Lake GoldsmithSteam Society during thesG" Rally,
and it was here that the National Historical Machinery
Association was formed27 clubs aendedthis first
meeting, representing approximately 3000 members.

There arenow 170 pls dubs representing app
10,000 nembers.

A steering committee was formed, headed by Jim
Ross, Bendigo Steam and Oil Engine Preservation
Group, as President, Geoff Wishart, Mallee Steam and
Oil Machinery Club, as Secretary. Committee members
were John Glynnlohn Norris, Alan Eatts, Reg Schuster
and lan Gibbs. lan Stewart of TOMMS offered the
assistance of his magazine, as both contact and medium
for the National Body.

Ralph and Wendy Thomas travelled tineir Ford
utility with a Moffatt Virtue engine and a 4dallon
drum of fuel in the back, towing their caravan. They
were accompanied by Bernie Williams, and David and
Judy Ashfold.Bert Tyler travelled by bus, and Paul
Freeman was to meet us at the rally.

Compared to a lot of clubs that attended, ours was
relatively small, but we more than held our own in WA.
We were very warmlyvelcomed,and aur club badges
and memberds cards were i
admired, as was our club newsletter.

This was awonderful rally and for some, a first for
steam patrticipation and pure size of exhibits, as we had
seen nothing likéhisin WA.

The smell of steam and the sound of the steam whistles
aresomething that one never forgets!

accomplislh. (&tanleé was actually member Stan
Everitt, our Yorkshire song and dance rivanlittle man
with a big heart!)

Sponsors include Mt. Newman Mining Cp WA
Mining Engineering Services; Westwood Salvage
(Bunnings); L.E. Jarvis & Co; Westinghouse Electric
Australasia Ltd; Consolided Constructions Morgan
Equipment (Aust)Cockburn Hire Servicand Forklift
and Engineering

Shortly afterwards, a thanfou lunch at Cicerellos in
Fremantle was organised by Bert Tyler, for members
and families, joined by representatives of the firms who
helped us with the removal of the Ruston, followed by
a guided tour ofo,t heer lbgat nega

fellow member Paul Freeman, who had joined the
crew as

iEnao Chief Engi ne

MeEREHon éhdine, Afferbéirdy stdtedl i seSefaBded
for the last 30 plus years, has now been donated to the
Mt. Magnet Museum, where MPC members Keatir
Kathy Brand have been working nestop with their
members and volunteerg) have itinstalled in their
museum.

A lot of you will have heard about the Rustéarnsby,
the exGPO engine which was removed from
underneath the Perth Post Office in Forrest Péacly
in 1987. It was a massive effort and a great achievement
for the MPC.

As stated in the OP&P at the tinfig, would have been
unfair to single out one helper from another, but our
Stanleécatering services must rate a special mention.
Tea, coffee antot pies were really tops, which goes to
show what a bit of itiative and enthusiasm can




HORNSBY-AKROYD.
. . BESBTATE
In 1990, hrough the efforts of Bill Downie, our @ Z DISPLAY.
member from Mt. Helena, and the generosity of his
farming colleaguegshe MPC became the proud owners OOLWA i 39 NATIONAL RALLY
of the very rare—AbndymﬁsbbcI;'ic 6%1-'%’)15,1&'% 951 '
engine No. 1951, 5 H.Pwhich was despatched to '

Western Australia from the manufacturers, Richard 15 memberand partnergravelled across the country
Hornsby & Sons Ltd, of Grantham, England, dh 6 in a variety of ways, taking a total of 9 enginds

Febrwary 1897. majority being West Australian made. Added to these
Enquiries made at the time revealed the engine was Wwere display and photographic boardsd of course
still on the property of the original ownewhere it had 6Bert o6 our tWealsoesdduinewylPC y c |
been for the whole of its 8@e=ar life. logo buntig and mesh fencinfpr the first time. Vic
Theenginavas pl aced under c ov elameswih hisidiagsagvuttsng up thgARRAH o
the help of David Ashfold and his tlkand crane, and he took with him, proved a rare novelty for the Eastern
Vic Jame$ $uel donation, and preliminary desting Staters. He also helped out the crew of gaeldle
and freeingup commenced. steamefi | ndustryo by cutting
Of course, it was to be a lorigrm restoration jolby their boiler, thusearning quite a few of us a
many member$o bring it up to show condition, ready complimentary ride on the boat.
for display at our shows and rallies. Exhibitors came from all over Australiaringing over
However the engine was eventually taken to 4fie 400 exhibits to add to the 5 steam paddle boats, the local
National Rally inBendigoin 1993 in a wooden crate, Cockle Train and the Steam Ranger from Adelaide.
supplied by Atlas Copco, fitted out by members to take
the engine, and transportéd and from Victoriaby The hugeeffort put in by the members was well and
Sadkirs Transport. truly rewardedwhenwe were awardedirst prize for
On returnto WA, the engine was placezh loan tathe being the 6Best State Exhi
SECWA Museum and Mrs. Phoebe Henning (92), All in all, a wonderful rally and greatly enjoyed by all
daughter of the original owner G.T. Besand who attended.

representing Edward Bgsremembesd using the
engine, and was one of the special guests on the
presentatiomay.

The Akroyd drew largecrowds andproved to be a
great attraction tthe public

Members loadingfioGo o | wa . 6Bert
- x,'.;_t

The Akroyd as found MPC Membersvith the Hornsby
Akroyd after restoration.

Mrs. Pheobe
Henning and MPC
Members at

the SECWAuseum
Presentation Day.

Part of the MPC display at Goolwa.

1991 was a year of Firsis Best State Exhibit a't
Goolwa;1% Prize to the MPC for Best NeBommercial
Exhibit at Koorda Show;sttime the MPC had $10,000
in the bank; 1 time for a combined display under the
NHMA Insurance cover, between the MPC and
Narrogin Restoration Group at the Katannéigw




The MPC celebrated its #@nniversary with a dinner
and presentation evenirig July 1992 at the Gypsy

Baron Restaurant in Armadale. Members were

presented with 40-yearmemorialbrass medalliotoy
Club Patron, the Hon. CyriRushton Unfortunately,
this was to be his most enjoyatheit last function with

the MPC, as he passed away the following month.

Condolences were extended to his wife and faimily
behalf ofthe Club.

David Ashfold, Hon. Cyril Rushton, Judy Ashfold made the
Ralph Thomas and Stan Everitt. 10" Anniversary cake.

THE CLAYTON & SHUTTLEWORTH
TRACTION ENGINE.

In August 1993 the

restoration of the
Clayton Shuttleworth
Traction Engine was
completd, thenmoved

to theArmadale Tourist
Centre, infront of the

Bert Tyler Museum

A large vote of thanks must g¢ 2
to all the volunteemembersvho ==
put in such a lot of hard work
over many hours, to get t
traction engine to its preserj
state. Itwas tostand in a great¥s
location for public viewing !
serving as an
f r ofaer budclub.

Our esteemed Patron, the Hon. Kay Hallahan MLA,
spoke of our efforts at the opening of the Tourist

Complex.

During this period, the MPC was looking at different
venues with the thought of attaining a home of their

own. Submissioms of interest(at different times)were
made on Fratico Farm in the City of Gosneflenadale
Settlers CommoriProperty andMeeting fall; and the
Midland Railway Workshops.

In April of 1994the MPC was invited to display during
Heritage Week at the National Trust Headquarters (Old
Perth Observatory Site) in West Perth. The overnight
security campers greatly enjoyed the experience of
camping in the Perth CBDSeeing the tall buildings
around us was an entirely different aspect to most of our
displays This was an extremely enjoyable show and
attracted a lot of publjdue to the extensive advertising.
Our geriatric teenageember BolBrown, on the newly
restored BFW tractor, had a great time ferrying the
ladies and others around the grounds.

The MPC also displayed at the WA Deaf School in
Lake Monger, much to the delight tife children who
attended.

Life Membershig were awaded to Bert Tyler and
Ralph Thomas in June 19% an MPC dinner at the
Gypsy Baron Restaurant in Armadale.

A Bus Trip was organised in July 1994, travelling to
the Toodyay area, to view collections at Robin
Mackays and R e Katriie2 BarmA pichics
lunch was enjoyed during the day.

The MPC attended their first Wanneroo Show and this
was to become a regular venue for several years. As it
was an overnight show we caakhe oxtail stew in the
camp ovensand the aroma used attract a lot of the
public, who often asked if they could buy a plateful

The first of many ploughing days was organised by
Bill and Ronace Downie in Mt. HelenBYO meat for
a BBQ.

The first of many
Christmas functionsat

Ral ph and Wen
Beckenham was held in
December of 1994.
Weber Roast meats were
supplied, BYO salads,
desserts and drinks.

The 5" National Rally was held in Canberra in March
1995 andas onlya few memberglanned toattend it
was decided thdahe Akroyd and Traction engine were
left home

It wasaroundJune of 1995 that the MP&Libmitted an
&Rression ofnterest inthe propoed development of
the Westrail WorkshopMidland, which was being
handled byGovernment Property Officewho had
conducted a series of meetings with the interested
parties, including ourselves.

Our interest was only in the old power house, which
housed the compressors used to supply pneumatic
services throughout the workshop area, and the vacant
adjacat copper shop.

As this project was in the hands of a sgovernment
department, it was expected that a decision on the future
of the area could be a long time down the track.
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| KEEP WARM LES

LesGreenham at Northam.  Ladies prepare the Oxtail Stew at
1994 Wanneroo Show. 1994

Roller rides at Beckenham School. 198howy Gaskin at Nortina.
1994. ) ) i
Children Goldpanningatthe Pl oughi ng Day at

WADeaf School ir1994.

Heritage Week
Mines Department. 1990.

. BUS TOUR TO TOODYAY — 31 July 1994. |

Cousin Jack and his girls at Kathryn James ttha . - .
the Gidgegannup Showin1992. 6 Hai r Rai siaigb exper.i I\/(Iaerrpberés on the Toodyay Bus Trip July 1994.
the SECWA Museum in 1990




In Easter of 1996 members went anhastoricjourney
along the Golden Pipelinstopping antbr camping at
various water and pumping stations on the way, ending
the tour atNo. 8 Pumping Statioin Dedari the last
before Kalgoorlie.

Members on the Pipeline TripEaster 1996. Dedari Pump Station.

Old Ploughs and Pistons celebrated it& Hithday in
June 1996 witta new lookissue No. 29The Editors
had updated from tlireoriginal portable typewriter to a
Compag 386 computer and with a new Publisher
program, the newsletter took on a differeand
definitely more professional look. The only thing that
remained unchanged was the lack of articles from other
members!

In Junethe Homes Committee inforedthe MPC that
Settlers Common in Armadale, and Fratico Farm in
Gosnells, were a long way off, and the main emphasis
was now on Midland Workshops. Thtub-approved
submissiowas t hen | odged wi

On the 12 July, members Bob Walli§,om Mackay,
Ralph Thomas and Paul Freeman, met with lan Robson,
from the Ministry of the Premier and Cabintdiscuss
the tenancyof the Workshops and the MPC. This
included the Power House, the Copper Shop and
Annexe, Pattern Shof@,he Water TowerPanel and
Radiator Shops.

On 3F July we were offered a home in the
Workshops, with a 2 year lease, with notice 6
months cancellation.

ATHE MI DLAND VI
HAD JUST BECOME A REALITY!

t h

SI ONo

A few comments heard from members and others:

AfBef ore making a stew,
would like to think we have just caught a very nice Hare and
now it is up to us to add the rest of the ingredients, of which |

Of course, this now meant a lot of work in front of the
MPC. First we had to have security ID cards, displaying
the Club | ogo, Member s nut
partners, and including a passport photo. All members,
partners and property taken intaetprecinct verethe
subject of scrutiny. On entering and leaving the precinct
identities were recorded, to aid in the event of any
emergency which necessitdtevacuation procedures.
Speed limits had to be observed by vehicular traffic at
all times.

The first meeting in our new home was orf' 4
Septemberl996 and it was very pleasing to see so
many members and partners turn up.

Members watch Ralph Thomas cut the congratulatory cake
made by Judy Ashfold to celebrate our first meeting it W.

Supper in the Pattern Shop Afterwards.

The 1997 AGM was held on Sunda¥ Bebruary, to
allow for working members to have a good look at their

f i1 s hew K OnBe &ghin etnberdand gakners ®dkahe

opportunity to support the club.

know we have the best, Tom make| 1o
Welch .
i Au g & wilt alw@ys be remembered by me as the day the
club 6Became of Aged, the day al | eec
made t he deci s iPmesdent@avid Ashfoldo me . 0O
AHow di d a c loddbmembers gull off thé deal 6 O
ofthe  c e nt ur Aniknown noamember enthusiast.
AWe certainly W LL | ay the f itage
movement from our new home, an ons. o0
Paul Berkavicius.
AYpreopl e wil!l have the best Mu 3 ‘9
lan Robson. Members enjogda BYO BBQ after the 1997 AGM.



BEST STATE
DHSPLAY.

BUSSELTON, WA i 6" NATIONAL RALLY
15916" March 1997.

A lot of people had doubts as to whether WA was
ready to hold a National Rall¥ut it was to become the
year that WA showed what it could do, when everyone
pulled together to put on one of the best rallies in
Australia.

The atmosphere at Busselton watectric, with
exhibits from all over WA and the Eastern States,
including a semtrailer load from Canberra

The 23 membersand partnersof the MPC who
exhibited were congratulated on their excellent displays
and the professional way they presenteentbelves.
This was obvioudy the fact that the MPC was chosen
once again foéBest State Displdy

It was a great opportunity to catch up with old friends
from the East again and to meetw ones. For many of
them it was the first ti

paddocko6 t oStaecand alb seemedgverg a t [

impressed.

The Old Machinery Club of WA was congratulated on
their achievement, with special thanks to Brian Blum,
who headd up their organising committee and proved
the 6knockersé wrong.

Il F YOU DI DNG6T ENJOY THE

THEN YOU WERENOGT THERN

o

Bob Wallis and his display of tools.

EONE -

Ralph andWe n d y
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FRANK WATERG®6S WHEATBRIPT EAS T5E YEAR ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND
28-30 March 1997. 0OSPECI AL ARVKERING,O

h
Our first stop on this trip wasn the property of Norm Lynwood Hotel, 19" July 1997.

Waters, 29kms NE ofKununoppin (300kms from The list of honours on this evenimgcluded a Life
Perth). Friday included a visit to the Merredin Military Membership for Tom Mackay, shared by Beth, who
and Railway Museums. received a basket of flowers.

Unfortunately, during the Saturdajternoon we had Ot her o6unsungé heroes of
an horrendous storm with huge hailstones, which did recognition, were presented with a Certificate of Merit
some damage tour caravans and vehicles. and their partners received gift trays, to shownGHeu b 6 s

During the rest of the weekend we visited the Army  appreciation for all their achievements.
and Agricultural Museum in Nungarin, tlstagecoach These included David and Judy Ashfold, B®imwn
Inn and Museum at Mangowinand the Norm Bates and JoarPeggs Les and Bessie Greenham, Bill and
Museum in Welbungin, including a historic tour of this Ronace Downie and Paul and Marge Freeman.
area. Thanks went to Norm Robins and Vic James for

The fellows were delighted to be able to widiorm organising the faoction, Wendy Thomas for the

Wat er 6s Spar e Parts Yar d, cerdfitatehaodtaplk decoratioamd Baenda W allis for w e
allowed, and they may have been subject to a-strip helping to make up the gift baskets. Lastly, to the
search before leaving! members who attended the function.

Allin all, a very interesting and informative weekend. -

As Frank was known as 0
frequent Tegbreks were mandatory on this trip!

There was a quick stop at the Wyalkatchem Museum
on the way back to Perth, where some MPC members
became Good Samaritans and helped Vern Whitney
from Tracmaclhget his ute out of a ditch!

Bob Brown and Joan Peggs. Bessie and Les Greenham

The size of the

hailstones!
Ronace and Bill Downieand Paul Freeman were unable
Beth Mackay found to attend the dinner.
herself a new puppy ] ) ) )
during the weekend, In the meantimemeetings only were being held in the
~ which she promptly Workshops, due to the Consultants engaged by Westrail

named fiMerredighhga Property Inspection and the MPC was banned
from doing any manual labour.

Various speakers weengaged to keep the members
interested during this periodhcluding Norm Robins
demonstrahg his fire extinguishers and Paul
" Berkavicius who organised a restoration demo of a

small engine.

MPC Members help to push Ver
Whitneyods ute ou®
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FIRST MIDLAND OPEN DAY EAST PERTH POWER STATION

Sunday, 3¢ August 1997. Friday 22" August 1997.
The first MPC Open Day was undoubtedly a An Goepyeeni ngd vi sit to the
resounding successttracting a grand total of 5 demolishedPower Statiorwas arranged at short notice

Oprospectived member s at tbhRetemVicktHowrsacittwastasee the decrepit state
It was estimated we entertained in excess of 300 guests of these buildinga f t er 6t i me and v
on the day, and all visitors seemed very impressed, t hei r best d.
some even afous, of our acquisition. Il

Thanks were given to the Avon Valley club faiping
t o make i Sadlg Trddnach had theyr AGM
on the same day, so we hdbkey ouldattend the next
one.

A vote of thanks wsgiven to the ladies for keeping up

a steady supply of refreshments. Some plants were
supplied by the Midland Markets and others brought

along by various Opartnerso
the difference.

and h'e gpr Yy
Members inspect the East Perth Power Statishines.

6PEA PI CKING6 was on ®he
Octobey at the Downieds prop:
We ploughed the fields and scattered the green peas on the land,
Bill gave the word the podsere full, so off to give a hand.
Plastic bags and buckets were used to gather up the crop,
And soon before we notice, it
Around the fire we gathered, f
Joined by Tracmach members, all now in the queue
And so another year is gone, time for soil and us to rest,

We | ook forward to the next tin
R.T.

SECOND MIDLAND OPEN DAY
Sunday 22" February 1998.

6Bertd outside the Power HoThisewaB ithecfirsh time that the ladies had put on a
: displayc al | ed fAHome Treasures

received by members and public alileven though it
was avery hot day

Thanks to Tracmach and other clubs vattended.

The new fAiGreasy Gangé Caf
to enjoy a cold drink or cup ofdelooked very colourful
with its green and gold tablecloths, thanks to Beryl
Waters (These tablecloths are still being used today.)
and adorned by various floral arrangements.

The Health Centre had some of our large library on
di spl ay, along with Bobés
60stamps6 and Peter Macko6s

The Pattern Shop included a comprehensive display of
small tools owned by Bob Shoosmith, whilegidé the
beautiful sound of the only Fairground Organ in WA,
owned by Bob and Carmel Constance, entertained all.

The Tower had aollection of farming equipment and
horsedrawn implements, including the newly restored
club wheat pickler.

The Panel Shopad on display for the first time, the
club fruit grader and Vi
machineryo.

Outside was the working machinery including the club
Akroyd and the Traction Engine

The Boiler Room and Power House proudly displayed
a large collectiomf stationary engines, Australianad

Members Norm Robins and Ben Pether with the MPC display. 6Home Treasureso6 to finali
12




6The Sandgroper 6 borAgdn thdTeedlgni m
and Carmel Constance.

dancing on the day.

6 Ho me di spl ay.

The o6Mary HRanaldsanhTippeth @rechard Sprayer.

Grateful thanks went to tH&ponsors for the day:

Forklift Engineering Material Handling.
Cockburn Hirei Temporary Toilets.
Consolidated ConstructiofisSafety Helmets.
Colour Patchi Floral Decorations.

Lindsay HillT BeverageRefrigeration.

EASTER TRIP TO
WILLIAMS/KOJONUP/WAGIN
10-13 April 1998.

Nine camping units met up at Quindanning and
camped at the local Race Track. After a glorious misty
morning we headed for Jesse
Williams, where we were joined Isgveral daytripping
Perth members. We spent a day wandering at leisure
through Jesse and Mr s. Ma
&rtemuBad t heir O0deerd proper

We then headed for Kojonup where we spent a
delightful two days with the Goodall family. R®sJo
and Stratton hired the local school bus to take us on a
tour of the district. We visited the Old Barracks
Museum and Elverd Cottage, a local Yabby farm for
afternoon tea and lastly a visit to Proandra Floweas
Protea farm. Some helped with thedig) and milking
of the beautiful Charolais cattle, and then we were
treated to a BBQrtea. Easter Surday legangwith bacore
and eggs, both ordinary and chocolate, then we
i nspected tilaepiled Isdfeadrse amall
way in convoy to the local credér a lunch of hot dogs
and fresh caught and cooked yabbies.

The trip home was via Katanning and Wagin, where
we visited the Historical Village, then a lunch stop at
Narrogin Restoration Groufg

Thankswentto Judy Ashfold foithe basket of Easter
eggs supplied to members, as she and David were
unable to make this trip. We were glad to hear that she
had greatly enjoyed her trip to the Ningaloo Reef to
swim with the whale sharks. Good on you Judy!

el

Proteas Drying.

Helping to feed the
Charolais Bull.

10

ORANGE TREE FARM
Birthday on 19 April and the MPC supported them
with a small display, which was greatly appreciated and
resulted in a small donation to cover MPC expenses.
Quite a few young ladies were the recipients of skipping
ropes andeft with huge smiles on thefaces.

celebrated their
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MPC DINNER AND PRESENTATION EVENING EASTER TRIP 1999.
CAROUSEL BISTRO, 18" July 1998. VIEWING THE GOLDEN PIPELINE

Another successful evening with good food and good Incorporating the Old Goldfields Road

friends. Bob Wallis and Frank Waters were presented  On this trip the MPC had been granted accesd tuf

with Certificatesof Merit for Services Rendered to the the Pump Stations by courtesy of the Water
MPC, while their wives received gift baskefBhis Corporation.

evening was organised by member Norm Robins. Although this was another interesting and informative
tour, two occasions stood out. Firstign the return
journey,whenthe Goldfields Road was impassalilae

to heavy rain fronCyclone Vanceand several of the
vehicles had to back out, one by one. Not easy with
campers and caravans hitched up. Secondly, when
Ralphhadtomakihed ar i ng rescue of
belonging to George Carr, after he took a leap towards
the wall, miscalculated, and landed down in a dam!
Fortunately, no water and he was unharimed

CEET

Beryl and Frank Waters. Brenda and Bob Wallis with
Chris Rowe.

In October of 1998, the MPC was grantethelve
monthextension of its current leaaethe Workshops.

The MPC began a monthly raffeesking members to
bring a grocery item or the egalent in cash to increase
the clubds i ncome.

THIRD MIDLAND OPEN DAY Memberémasked Uf) for t he visit
to Yerbillon Power Station.
Sunday 215t March 199.

It waskvery rev(\j/aLdl_ng to see so many reurgo_ns t;)etvxll(een shows, Open Days or other outings in detail, as there are
ex-workers, and their varying reactions to being back at just too many of them. However, you can read up on

their old workplace and seeing what was happening 10 yhase in fuliin the OP&P which are in the Club library.
it. Some of them were unhappy with the way things

Obviously it has not been possible to cover a lot of the

were going, but most were very aware apgreciative I'n August club members
of the part we were trying to play in the retention ofthe RAMBL EO t ogeneraldntetestalleations of

Hamaartin Woodvale. Afterwards we attended a BYO

Our actual display was interesting and coloyrful BBQ at the home of John and Jeany Gordon in

particularly with the new flags, as well as the extra Gnangara.
greenery provided by the mangot plants dotted emberspassed a Eorklift Coursarranged b

8
around. The sounds of = BobeonofyiigdcBrdifu&iGnand recdivell fhdir dickdtsd
Organ gave a ocarnival o fiesbderhld wlréthert elcburadedt t spen&a&ﬁ]ucﬂ
introduction of the Garden Railway display by member 6 55 possiblewith the Forklift to gain extra
David Brown and his fellow enthu_3|asts, added to the experienceThis was a first for the MPC and very likely
overall effect. We must also mention the gramdval made us leaders in our field of similar clubs supportin

of lan and Mathew Rubery g rbomerh@n%i\;e HEafth AR8 Bdfety EPinEyp hd |
sizedo b eaed 1965 Buickl Electra, asswell s dFirst Aid coursavasanother stepithe same

as members of the Veteran Car Club. direction for the club.

Special thanks were given to the ladies on the day, for  In February of 2000 10 members wenttbaFirst Aid
their efforts in thenon-stopsupplyof refreshnents. Course in Basic Life Support. Although it was a lot to
remember in one night, we all learned a great deal and
had quite a bit of fun doing it.

Negotiations were completed to purchase thédhbe
Forklift from Forklift and Engineering andt was
deliveredinMays porti ng the cl ubao:
yellow. Thanks were extended to Tom Mackayd
Forklift Engineeringor the use of their fddift over the
past couple of years.

2,758 manhours weravorkedin 1999 making a total
Norm Burton & Paul Freeman Members relax after a hard gia of 7,055 hours recorded in our timeo farin the

Workshops.
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PREMI ER6S LUNCHEON
Friday 26" May 2000.

This was organised by the Midland Chamber of
Commerce and the MRA in Block &here 700 guests
dined with the PremieRichard Court.

The MPC and the #stralian Historical Railway
Associationwere invited to open their doors so guests
could peruse the areas prior to and after the luncheon.

Membes were asked to be on site early as it was
planned to blow thBower Housevhistleat 7.20am, for
the first time since the Workshop closure.

This was repeated several times during the day, with
Premier Richard Court blowing the luntime whistle.

JUNET The Trusty and Edwards engines arrived from
Mullewa.

AUGUST 1 Members celebrated the "T5irthday
celebrations of Frank Waters, Bill Downie and Bob
Brown at Caddyds Bistro i

8th NATIONAL RALLY i1 CARRICK, TASMANIA.
9th i 11th March 2001.

Several members travelled across to this Rally,
including Tom and Beth Mackay, David and Judy
Ashfold, Bert and Beryl TylerLindsay Hill and Eric
Schulstadamongst other West Australiangsiting or
displaying, including Brian Blm from The Old
Machinery Club of WA.

GOLDFIELDS MINING EXPO 1 2001
Another first for the MPCand thanks go to the

members who attended and the sponsors who supported 1

us. One visitor relayed thatwasthe noise, action and
seeingmembers dripping oil into an old engine that
brought back very fond memories.

Sovereign Petroleum was over the moon with the
guality and passion the MPC displayed to the people of
Kal goor |l i e. 't brought ho
forward, untly ou know where you
MPC was nestled in amosignillions of dollars otigh
tech machinery and displayed a truth to the organisers
and the visitors alike, that the old and the new do have
parallelsi a base for the new!

MRW OPEN DAY i 9" September 2001.

Another very successfulay at Midland, although it
started out wet, windy and cold. However an estimated

6000 people came through the gates and kept us busy.

At the end of the day we made quite a handsome profit,
with sponsorship for the steam engine and our 1/3rd
share of the gate takings, totalling to around $2,000. A
huge amount of work on the day, but well worth the
effort at the end of it. The social function afterwards in
Shed 2 was put on by the Australianctety for the
Study of Labour History and allowed us to put our case
to the APolliesd.

TRACKS TO FEDERATION 25 " October 2001.
EAST PERTH TERMINAL.

This day was a chance to demonstrate the MPC
diversity and professionalism, aided by the members
passion and dedication to both their club and the
preservation of our heritage. A Tilt Semas used to
transport most of our display on one truck, includime
forklift which proved invaluable in setting up and
dismantling.

Our display represented a selection of exhibits
pertaining to pre 1945, which included steam, gas,
kerosene, diesel and petrol driven machin€kis
included Pet er r[Bypplgngdteami t F
to Ral phdéds Ruston for the
air engine and butter chyriihe Groper accompanied by
patterns from the workshopsnder the watchful eye of
Jack Bel l otti,; Nor m ;RBobb i

Qo r pShaent , and
saw 8] ri;lenglne% on\glsplay were the Trusty, Akroyd
and Hornsby, cared for by various members.

n

The Governor of WA, His Excellency Lieutenant
General John Sanderson ACddremier Geoff Gallop
chatted amiably witlvarious members, congratulated
us on our displayand showed great interest our
involvement in the Railway Workshops.

HOMAS CHAT vswrchwE Nmuo N SANDERSON,
ION'~

Premier Geoff Gallop and

Governor John Sanderson.

ou cannot

Members of the
public dressed

in period costume
on board the train
in East Perth.

The 20" Anniversary Dinner
was held at the Junction Hotel il /

Midland in  August 202,
organised by Bob Wallis anc
greatly enjoyed by all who !
attended. Thanks wemgiven to \
David and Judy Ashfold for the m\
special 28! anniversary badges "
and cake.
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In  August 2002, Michelle Roberts (Member for
Midland) presented the MPC with the $10,000 grant
from the Lotteries Commission for our aluminium
fencing. Kieran Kinsella, C8 for MRA and the
chairman of the board were also present, and they
affirmed their appreciation of the club and indicated that
we had a longerm future at the Midland Workshops.

O0MI DLAND ALI VEGOGi 306VR002.DAY
MIDLAND RAILWAY WORKSHOPS.

Estimates on crowd numbers told us that over
100,000 people entered the Midland area and up to
20,000 came through the workshop complégining
the MPCO6s display were
British Rail Modellers Club and the Morsecodians
Fratenity who sent live Morse code messagainted
outby Ralph and Wendy Thomasecially for the day.
The Wood Carving Association, a brilliant collection of
fishing reels and some Hand Tool Association members
alsojoined our own for a combined display.

The first whistle was blown at 7.15am, and gates
opened at 10 and the public continued coming until
close at 4.30.

One of the main attractions on the day was the street
parade, where the Premier Geoff Gallop rode in the fire
engine from Midland Town Hito the workshops, for
the official opening of the Helena Street Railway
crossing. Ralph Thomas towed the club trailer behind
his Ferguson TEF20 tractor.

Catering on the day was down to Keith Chappell and
hi s OMi racl e Mai ds o and
supplying refreshments to the large crowatsd the
many members in attendance. Another very profitable
day for the club. $2000 of the Gold Coin Admission
Donation Bins went to the
Fund and the balance of $3000 to be distribuetaiéen
the 3 community groups, the MPC being one of those.

Members reI after a hard“day. * The Morsecodian Fraternity.

MPC CHRISTMAS WIND -UPi 7 Dec 2002.

A change of
venue from
Beckenham to
Midland for the
annual Christmas
Carvery supplied
by the MPC. Ralph
and Wend)camped in their caravam site to beearly
to cook the meats on the Webers. BYO salads, drinks
and cutlery as per usual.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE DISPLAY.
8th February 2003.

Ten members and partners attended this small casual
display, but one which attracted great interest from the
public. Government House staff looked after us well
and invited us to afternoon tea. The house itself was a
draw card for the ladies in partiem, as well as walking
in the gardens and enjoying the music being played
inside the house as well as in the grounds.

I NTERNATI ONAL VI SI TORS 06A
26th February 2003.
a hot day this tu ed out to %ﬂwht greal
t hr‘i"u %r o‘ﬁ?n drd” e8 u& to 81 egthe 3 he

visitors from England, Scotland, Canada and the USA.
The visitors thoroughly enjoyed their time looking at
the workshops and several made comments about the
amount and high standard of restoration work they saw.

The traditional Aussie BBQ of genuine Australian
fare, including kangaroo sausages, paviovas and
lamingtons, was thoroughly enjoyed by both visitors
and members alike. The members did themselves proud
as usual.

The visitors were reluctant to leave, and their tour
leade was hard pressed to get them on the coach, but
they eventually left, several of them sporting MPC hats
and badgesalong with David Ashfold and Bob Wallis,
who were taking them on to Williams and Yarloop the
following day.

t INEW NORGIA RUSTRN b May/Jéne 2@4.

A number of members and partners travelled to New
Norcia to begin work on the restoration of their Ruston
Engine. The engine had sejzed due to Iack of lubrication
€ froth &dnding I RIdhg, Bubthe Bofslwere irftctde ot |
in a short while and plansere made for a return visit
in the near future.

A letter from the Friends of New Norcia Benedictine
Monastery was receiveafterwards excerpts from this
below.

AA note to thank al/l t he
Preservation Club for youwrisits. After the weekends of
hard work our old Ruston Hornsby engine looks
fantastici all cleaned down, spruced up and almost
ready to go. For the Monk
that this important piece
last receivingthe kind of care it deserves. We are
indebted to you all for your skill and enthusiasrand

out

to the | adies for being s
Power OSB.
SPECIAL MEETING i October 2004.

This meeting was called to discuss the MPC move
from the Coppr Shop and Power House Precinct with
the members and to make a commitment for the next
decadeThe MRA had offered the MPC the Panel Shop
as a home.
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MRW 100th ANNIVERSARY OPEN DAY.
24th October 2004.

The predicted number of spectators was down for this
day, but those who attended were happy and
appreciative of all they saw.

Our visiting clubs did us proud and the first attendance
of the Ulysses Motor Bike Club made quite a
spectacular entrance witb u r own
Watson) on his LE Velocette (Noddy Bike) leading the
way.

Ross, Colleen and Tammy Morton, along with many
other members did an excellent job of cooking and
serving hot dogs and sandwiches. Unfortunately we

very much ovecatered ad a lot of food was left over.
I t hink qui te a few
sandwichesd6 for a ti me

MRW OPEN DAY i 14" August 2005.

A very low key day with only a few members on site
to man the main areas. However those in attendance
made the best of it and enjoyed interaction with the
public who came. Ross, Colleen, Enid and Tini were
kept busy sizzlingausages and made about $200 on the
day and the Gold Coin donation bins split 4 ways
returned $150 each.

PLOUGHING DAY i 5" June 2005.

This annual event
was now being
held at the
property of

David and Janice
Pether in Helena
Valley. Members
picking up wood
for the BBQ

lunch.

0Bobb§

me mber

TREK THE TRAIL 7 20" August 2006.

A lovely clear and sunny day greeted the 8 members
at Glen Forrest for this display. Coates Hire delivered a
Gen. set and compressor, and a marquee was also
erected for us.

Ross Morton with Thomaso6s

Steam engine,
S 9"y e d

Ral ph
miniatuye traction engine
5 0%a'Y T"e"a

an d 10 ANIVERSARETE RIPCH T MR V2. BIRNER. € S |

to feed the members at the Canning Show the following
week.

on

Cannington Greyhound Track. 10" September 2006.

Fg:1d in front. B

The New Norcia Ruston Enginenow had new life
breathed into it, and for those interested this machine
sprang to life for the general public to view on"24
September 2006. Well done MPC Members.

DWELLINGUP LOG CHOP i 17 February 2007.

It was touch and go that year as to whether the annual
Log Chop would go ahead due to the earlier devastating
bush fires in the Dwellingup region. However, we did
attend and apart from putting on our usual display, we
put out donationtins on our display, returned our
display cheque, added our February meeting collection
and raffle money and the ladies made use of the huge
jumble sale in the local hal $5 per bag for all you
could put in it! All in all we donated the grand sum of
$62645 to the Bushfire Appeal. Well done il
members.

Wendy, Joy, Tina and Britney
show off their $5 bargain bags.

The new Annexe was put to good
use during this show.
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ANZAC DAY SERVICE 1 25" April 2007.

This is an annual event for the MPC, assisting the
MRA and locals to celebrate this occasion of

CHRI STMAS LUNCH AND THE |
GOLDEN SPANNER AWARDS i 13" Dec 2008.

As our club premises was not suitable for this sort of

remembrance. The members then help in the serving of occasion, this lunch was held at the home of Ralph and

the morning tea after the service, put on by the MRA.

MPC WEBSITE.

The Website was takeover in 2007 from Peter
Dymond by Ralph and Wendy Thomas.

MIDLAND RAILWAY WORKSHOPS BLOCK 3.
As othervenue options within the MRW complex

were discounted for various reasons, the MPC moved

into Block 3 in 2007, beginning the next 15 year phase
of the clubbs history.

During these years we had many Open and Special

Visitor Days, as well as attending the usomaimber of

annual and outside displays at different venues. Far too

many to itemise in this newsletter individually.
HARVEY SHOW 1 12" April 2008.

This was a show
at which only a
couple of MPC
¥ members joined the
Old Machinery Club
to display. A lot of
people along the
fenceline  showing
great interest in the
display.

TOMC Wayne Edmunds, Ralph Thomas
and granddaughter making rope.

MPC SOCIAL FUNCTION 7 5" August 2008.

This function was hosted by the MPC, in honour of a
visit by City of Swan Mayor Charlie Gregorini, Daniel
Henley and Council staff members, and Dr. Bill
Leadbetter, Principal Policy Officer for Heritage. It was
catered forby Acclaim Caterers and was very well
received.

Wendy Thomas and catered for by WA Spit Roast, on
behalf of the MPC, and thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Sever al member s r e iAwad d

made by Ralph Thomas, for extraordinary services to
the MPC.

George Chappell. Joe Gittos.

LOTTERYWEST GRANT PRESENTATION
FOR ABERTO, THE TRACTI ON
17" February 2009.

Members and partners arrived early to set up the area
for afternoon tea, provided byeHadies, before guests
and dignitaries arrived. After speeches from President
Ralph Thomas, Bob Wallis and Peter Dymond, The
Hon. Donna Faragher JP MLC, presented Ralph with a
cheque from LotteryWest for the sum of $54,028.00, for
the restoration of theaction engine.

ot [T MACHlNERY PRESERVAT ON Cl.
_ “MUSEUMONZH

Donna Faragher presents the cheque. Bob Wallis, Peter Dymond,
Ralph Thomas & Donna.
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BEST STATE
DISPLAY.

Q=<

MURRAY BRIDGE, S.A. 12" NATIONAL RALLY.
37 5" April 2009.

This was anotheNational Rallyto remember, asos
muchhadhappened in the lead up; preparing exhibits;
making boxes; loading the container, and finally seeing
it off from Midland, to travel across the country by road
and rail,with fingers crossedhoping it would arrive
safely at the rally site.

Thankfully, it did, right on time andwith not a thing
out of place. This was the result of excellent loading by
our members, led by David Ashfold. | have to say here
that the fultsize muraldesigned by Ralph Thomas with
the help of All Flagswas well worth the effrt and
expense. It proved quite a spectacle when it arrived at
the Sturt Park Reserve and some of our Ladies found it
quite a moving momenthe rally site almost came to a
standstill as other exhibitors came to view this
wonderful and colourful exhibitSpectators too were
quite amazed by our effort in bringing sixteen tonnes of
machinery etc. across the country; and found it hard to
believe how much gear was crammed into the ftoot
container. Offloading was soon underway, amoist
watching were amesl to find that apart from all our
displays, we even had our own fridge, chairs and
supplies, right down to teabags and biscuits.

The MPC trailer, towedacross by
Victor James also arrived safely. This
carried extra exhibits and became a
great advertisingcon for the MPC.
Kim Freind organised a Murray River
cruise on the
P r o undtbe afternoon, which was
great fun.

Our display was quite spectacular and very colourful.

During the NHMA Committee meeting,the
presentations for thaext Rally were given the first
from the Mudgee Club in NSW, then ours, presented by
Brendon Widdowson(from Fairbridge Village¢ and
memberBob Wallis. The vote was quite clodmytwe
won itt Then it was congratulations all aroundhe
2011 NHMA Rally was to be in WA, at Fairbridge
Village .

The Rally Dinner on Saturday evening was very well
attended, with about 600 seatafter whch itwas then
time for the speeches and presentation of the Geoff
Wishart Trophy for best display. Our members were
ecstatic when the MPC was announced the winner, and
President Ralplproudly went up to be presented with
the award, by the NHMA Vice Presidt Phil Morrison

After an early starton Sunday morningwith all
members getting stuck into packing boxes, in the correct
order, for loading into the container; by five pm we had
completed the task. It was a very relieved and well
satisfied crew] can assure you, and everyone iael
look of & great job well doné!

Monday saw Bob Wallis andRalph Thomadack at
the site, to see the container loaded for the return
journey of 2759 ks, back to the Midland Railway
Workshops in Perth. Thisas certainly the culmination
of what must be the biggest and most challenging
project the MPC hdwndertaken; andinningthe Geoff
Wishart Trophyfor the third timewas thedcing on the
cakeéd

Peter PortoaSbyideneoonrtEhmgh

A. Inc

hinerypreservationclub.com.au

Dymondos

SUPPORT WA 2011
Sa———

6Cousin Jackd and WASP engine.

Stan & Margaret Galdrom Margaret River,6 Mu r a | on the
with the trophyfor the longest distance by Sadliers Transport.
travelled tothe Rally, beatin@®rian and

Dot Blum from Busselton by just a few miles.
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The Mac hi n My congratul ations

DevelopmentWA PreservaﬂonCIub has «=. Preservation Club on their 40th
been an enduring and = Anniversary.
vibrant part of the Midland Railway Workshops, both L Our history is preserved by members of
for its own club activities and its role in keeping the | Clubs like MPC, restoring old machinery

Wor kshopsd stories and some o f toitstfemeindlod sarnizacpedpla tirough a |
and active. The support the club has offered in the the generations can see how taahnology has evolved
stewardship of this important heritage place and in over the years, and through its dedicated members
embracing changes and new directions is appreciated. traveling to community events as a roving museum.

May all your members past and present gnjbe The club brings people interested in older machinery

mi |l estone youdve achi eved togethdranyd the cainaraderie sfats members dsrtoebe |

the future 0 applauded.

Matt Ryan, Executive General Manager Congratulatias to all members and supporters of the

Planning and Transition, Development WA. Machinery Preservation Club on this 40th Anniversary
and wishing the Club further success in the years
aheado

Congratulations to the Machinery Hon Michelle Roberts MLA
Preservation Club of Western Australiaon ~ Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
your 40th Anniversary. The Club does so ~ Member for Midland

much to preserve, restore and rebuild
historical plant, farm and other machinery.
Your dedication to showcasing our history
through your wondrful space at the Midland Railway
Workshops and at various events throughout Western
Australia is to be commended. Thank you to all

On behalf of the Comnige and
Members of The Vintage Tractor and
Machinery Association of WA Inc, we
extend to the Committee and Members
of the Machinery Preservation Club of

members for your commitment and best wishes forthe WA, our congratul ations |
next 40 years! forty years of affiliation and fellowship. It is
Hon Donna Faragher JP MLC commendable that a group of likeinded persons can
Member for East Metropolitan Region attain the longevity in a Club that the MPC has shown.
Shadow Minister for Community Services; Early Best Wishes for the next forty years to come.
Childhood Education; Youth; Seniors & Ageing Kind Regards,

Graeme Burges, Vice President.

The Old Machinery Club of W.Anc
wishes to extend congratulations to
the Machinery Preservation Club of
| understand that the club was W. A. on their celeb
founded by 11 members in 1982, and in fact one of your S| service in the preserving and
founding members, Ralph Thomas, represented your promotion of vintagemachinery.lt is
Club at the Lake AQdsmith Rally in 1987, when the something we all, vintage enthusiasts alike, strive to
NHMA was formed. As you would be aware, Ralph is  keep the oldmachnery in the forefront and not be

It gives me the greatest of pleasure to
congratulate the MPC on its 40th
Anniversary of operation.

still a State Rep for the NHMA. forgotten.Well done to all concerned.

| am told that the Club established a home at the Regards, President, Committee and all Members,
Midland Railway Workshops iM996 and are now The Old Machinery Club of W.A. Inc.
located in the Powerhouse Complex.

With the introduction of social media, | have also HUGH MANNING On behalf of the Hugh Manning

Tractor and Machinery
Museum, | wish to extend to
your club members, heartfelt
CONGRATULATIONS and
BEST WISHES on your 40

followed the posts of the Club activities, and Ralph
keeps us up to date also.

40 years is a great milestone and | commend all
members for not only participating in the historic

Machinery Movement, but also periing the rolls of

keeping all members involved and enthusiastic. Well Anniversary yeatr.

done. Finally on behalf of the NHMA Committee, and May both our Organisations go forward in the coming
I suggest all NHMA clubs, Congratulations. Think what ~ years, enjoying our mutual interests and the much
will be achieved in the next 40 years! valued friendships that they bring.

RegardsPeter Garnham. NHMA Presidert. Colin Cotgreave, President

Hugh Manning Tractor and Machinery Museum.
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The WA Craft
Guild offers congratulations to the

Bookbinders

$h CI'Q".'

/ \ Machinery Preservation Club of

® == 2 WA on achieving 40 years in WA.

°° % § The dedication and perseverance
6’hd¢‘ O they have shown is commendable

as they work tirelessly to merve
and maintain mechanical history for the betterment of
the future. It is our hope that the club will continue to
collect likeminded individuals and never cease their
mission.

Memories of the Machinery
Preservation Club go back to the early
1980s, when the Canning Agricultural
Society was approached by Mr. Ralph
Thomas and Mr. David Ashfold to
display their vintage machinery at the Canning Show.
They proposed that the group receive a donation from
the Society along with an insurance policgtwer their

costs. This was agreed to, and the Group has since been

an appreciated regular attraction at the Canning Show
for many years since.

They are a happy group of people and have always
contributed tremendously to the Canning Show. It's a
pleasue to see them arrive each year brimming with
enthusiasm and enjoying sharing their passion with the
public. The kids love seeing the traction engine and
hearing it toot its way through the showgrounds.
Congratulations on turning 40, and thanks for all your
support!

Jenny Outram.
On behalf ofCanning Show/Canning Agricultural,
Horticultural & Recreational Society Inc

The VMCCWA would like to
congratulate the MPC on their 40th
Anniversary.

Over the years, we have enjoyed many
joint events including Opebays at the
Midland Railway Workshops where the
MPC have been extremely hospitable with putting on
BBQs and refreshments. They have also participated in
the OId Iron Classic Motorcycle Show at the
Cannington Show grounds where they had a fantastic
display, which was well received by all patrons.

We would also like to wish the MPC all the very best
with their relocation to the Powerhouse at the Midland
WorkshopsThe VMCCWA look forward to continuing
this relationship into the future.

Steve Hills,

VMCCWA Events Coordinator.

Midland Branch of CWA would
like to congratulate you on
reaching 40 years of the Machinery
Preservation WA. We are well
aware of the hard work that has
gone into making the MP@sit is
today.

Your drive and enthusiasm and tenacity never ceases to
amaze. Thankgpall your members who have involved
CWA and allowing us to use the excellent facilities you
have provided for us, which has given us a permanent
home. We wish you every success .

Kind Regards

Maureen Barker

Secretary Midland Branch of CWA

#Hand Tool

a4
5

The Hand Tool
Preseruation Preservation
Society OFf WA (no. Society of WA
congratulates the Machinery Preservation Club of WA
on achieving 40 years. Your efforts in preserving past
engines and displaying them to the public is to be
commended. Keep up the great work as future
generations will gpreciate your efforts.
Kim Mitchell, HTPS President.

Congratulations to the
M.P.C. of W.A, on
-~ achieving the milestone
of 40 years of club
MOUNT MAGNET activities.
Thanking you for our close association and for your
kind donations of machinery and artefacts ovee
years.Wishing you many more years of restoration.
President, Committee, and members of the Mt
Magnet Historical Society.

The Machinery Preservation Club
of WA play a major role in the
restoration and preservation of
heritage machinerikeeping them
alive for future generations to
know and understand. We value
the work of the Machinery
Preservation Club of WA.

On behalf of the committee and members of the
Midland and Districts Historical Society, | would like
to congratulate the MachineBRreservation Club of WA
on their 40th Anniversary.

Matthew Pavlinovich, Chairperson

Midland and Districts Historical Society Inc.
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On behalf of the
Kelmscott Agricultural
Societyods
and Committee, | am
writing to offer our very
best wishes and
congratulations to your members on the 40th
Anniversary year of the Machinery Preservation Club
of WA.

KAS also has a milestone this year, 125 years since the
Society was formed to promaggriculture in the area.

We look forward to celebrating with you at the 123rd
Kelmscott Agricultural Show on 15th October 2022.
Kind regards,

Jan Billan, Honorary Secretary.

NS

KEI.MSCOTT

AGRICUI.'I'URAL SOCIETY

AS | REMEMBER IT.

My wife Jean saw an ad in the Comment News in 1982
inviting people interested in old machinery to a meeting
at Bob Jacksondés home 1in

This ad generated the James family involvement in 40
years of the Machinery Preservation Club; 40 years
involvement in The Kelmscott Agricultural Society;
over 10 years involvement with The Hugh Manning
Tractor and Machinery Museum and 4 years with Horse
Power Dayi a combined effort with Tractor Museum,
KAS, MPC and the Serpentine community.

The first Show Iremembered going to was the
Kelmscott Show. | went to the KAS council meeting to
organise the site, etc. Exhibits included Hugh
Manningbés Drag Saw; Rope
other members, including Kevin Lewis.

For two years we went to the Bridgeto®how and
with the help of our Busselton and Bunbury members,
put on a very good display. From this display | was
offered the new record Drag saw | currently operate.

In the early years when our three oldest children were
at primary school, Jean, the ildhen Raewynne,
Kathryn and Vaughan went to the Corrigin Show with
my Sundial and other items. My trailer was Rigkmed
6The Prairie Wagond by
number of items loaded into the trailer. Traveling with
three young children to Coriigand back in the one day
required plenty of patience and planning by my wife
Jean. | think this trip convinced my wife to go to the
various shows separately with the children.

In the 1980s Bunnings had their Centenary year. | was
involved with the Company in organising celebrations;
one of which was the machinery display at the Perth
Royal Show. Our club assisted with stationary motors
and ropemaking and Hugh
saw, Dennis power saw, Dennis drag saw; and all were
demonstrated &dr being approved by the Safety
officers.
Thi s

was t he

At another show at Cannington, Rob Berkavicius
drove his Lanz Bulldog from Sawyers Valley to

C o @amréngtdbnl @omg down Greenmount hill, the motor

got too coll, and they had to reheat and restart the
motor on Greenmount Hill. | understand there were no
problems going home up the hill!

The first National Rally | attended was at Goolwa in
South Australia. | took the club trailer loaded with club
gear plus stanary motors. When loaded, the trailer
had just enough space for one more tyre. My HZ ute was
loaded with 203l drum of fuel, my drag saw, a seven
foot jarrah log, tools on tray, and inside my food and
clothes etc. | pumped the back tyres to 50Ibs =xat
the load. | set off from Kelmscott around 8.00am. When
| got to Greenmount hill | was down to second gear on
the fourspeed box, going up the hill. When | got to the
top of the hill my wife and family pulled up in front of
me. They had come to chetiiat |1 got up the hill ok.
Max speed on the way to Goolwa was 90km per hour,
but no problems with the ute.

Glgly S cgr]d N%tlonal Rally was in Victoria in Timber
country Once again | took the Drag Saw, but no log.
This Rally had a bigger selection of mamws, including
an English Drag saw that could cut trees down, and a
working Blue Streak Chain saw.

The first National Rally in WA was at Busselton. Run
by the WA Clubs including the MPC it was well worth
the effort. The Canberra club brought over a seailer
load of motors and exhibits. Brooks bought his Tractors
and demonstrated the dozers working. The MPC had a
display area including my drag saw, typewriters and
ﬁ{réekltgr?s Jea l?rqu ttl]% Balfmlg gog\/n 0 e, t}ﬁd a

ew very en]oyab mily days.

I will always be thankful for the support of my wife
and family over these years and the friendship | have
found in our club. We come to enjoy ourselves and
follow our interests to the benefit of all,

BEST WISHES FOR OUR
FOLLOWING YEARS.

Victor Jamesi Foundation Member.

40TH AND

AP Stoel et <
T N WORK,

Manni—:

Stan Everitt on duty at the Royal Show.



My wife Barbie and | emigrated from U.K. to
Australia in 2005, aged 62, having been asked by family
if we wouldconsider living in Perth.

We came over on a Contributory Parental Visa costing
$80,00 for both of us, which we thought was a bargain
as it included MedCare and a Residential Visa, which
we converted to a Full Visa some years later.

It was not just tdead the Grandchildren astray, but the
chance of a lifechanging adventure on the other side of
the World. We had holidayed here on three occasions,
to see if we could take the heat. We stayed with our son
a Mining Engineer and family in Darlington, sbet
nearest area of Engieeng interest was No 1 Pumping
Station at Mundaring,

When we received our Visa, we had an email from

generationgt is/was probably the last bastion of Heavy
Engineering in the area, shame to see it go.

Here we are now back in the Powerhouse with a
changed identity and emphasis of Community Groups
into the future.

May the Club flourish for many years to come
Eric Coates- Member M.P.C.

I I3 Lz

C S = m *
CLARENONT WA e Bt
é

Ath,
Bb

¥ «. . = B,

O6sbGarnty ofyeEraees |1Cakklierdi

Nati onal Trust in U.K saying,
and good luckd and an emaiNHVAAGE M YAREBOOP P % #by 2010) U s t
Australiayow asrmg jgil midng 0

We bought a House in Quinns Rocks, two blocks from
great to go

the beachandi t 6 s
to the surf.
| had volunteered at Liverpool Maritime Museum,

Waterways Museum, Ellesmere Port, and was also a

member of asmall team that looked after and
maintained a 10@on Grass Hopper Pumping Engine at
Shore Road Pumping Station, Birkenhdadas also a
member of The Northwest of England Stationary
Engine Society.

| wanted to transfer these interests to ones here in
Perth, so | volunteered at the Robert Steele Marine
Engine Collection at Fremantle Maritime Museum,
which | left at the outbreak of Covid. The Machinery
Preservation Club of W.A. advertised in the Stationary
Engine Magazine, so | was aware that thess @ngine

society here in Perth. We had been here three weeks

when | rang the number given and spoke with a fellow
Countryman but onewho had a slightly different
accent to mine.

Ralph answered the phone and having listened to my
story, invited me alog to the next meeting at the
Midland Railway Workshops Powerhouse precinct,
where we are now located for a second time. | wondered
what was happening on arrival, as you had to report at
the Gate house in those days.

David and BenPethertook meunder their wing and
showed me around. Thanks both, you made me very
welcome.

Peter Dymond was the President and having been
asked to give a brief account of myself, | was welcomed
by all. That was 15 plus years ago, and during that time
I havemet am enjoyed the company of many members
who have given me a lot of help and advice over the
years.

When the Club moved to block Three, the atmosphere
was worth bottling,serving my time as a Fitter and
never leaving the tools. Just to walk on hallowed
ground thatallowedmento put bread on the table for

s 6.
The Committee of the National Historical Machinery

t o Asgogi%tionarleld Fh@i( Ap_rtlua! |Gien°erplel\/|l]e§t?ﬂg in
Yarloop. This was the first time it had been held in WA.
The Committee members visited the Workshops
before heading for Yarloop. Several MPC members
travelled to the meeting and attended the dinner
afterwards.

MPC Members at meeting.  Peter Dymond. Kim Freind.

Committee & State Reps.
V.M.C.C. VISIT 24" July 2011.

Members enjoy the dinner.

AL i
,‘vx,.“
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Canning Show

4 November 2011
Les Jones and
Les Smith.

Below
Christmas lunch.
MRW. 5 December 2011

NHMA 13" NATIONAL RALLY. 2 i 4" Sept 2011.
FAIRBRIDGE VILLAGE PINJARRA, WA.

What can be said about this Rally other than we did
WA proudagain The combined efforts of the MPC, the
Old Machinery Club of WA and Tracmachnd the
years of planning and hard work made this a Rally to be
remembered. Of course, none of this would have been
possible without the backing of Fairbridge Village in
Pinjarra, and itos mar v el
right from the beginning, pacularly in Murray Bridge,
when we applied for the right to have the next National
Rally.

Fairbridge did all the catering and were responsible for
as much accommodation as they had available. They
allowed us to provide a temporary caravan park for our
local, country and interstate exhibitors and visitors. It is
here that we must make special mention of a past (and
late) member, Mike Pedley, who dedicated a great deal
of time and effort in the designing and eventual running
of the park during the rallyOf course, Mike did have a
lot of help, but he was the backbone of this area.

There were so many members of all clubs who worked
hard towards this event, | am loath to mention anybody
in particular. Needless to say, you all know who you
were.

We had é@cided, on hearing many comments during
the Murray Bridge rally, that those from the East would
like to come to WA during the wildflower season, so
that it what we did. Added to that we put out a great deal
of information about attractiorend collection®n the
way toand fromthe rally, sovisitorshad plenty to look
at.

The exhibitors and visitors started arriving on site from
the Monday and during the next four days we booked in
hundreds of vehicles and caravans.

The MPC container with its lovely Whural was the
first thing that everybody saw when they arrived, and it
was in here that the registrations took place and
exhibitors were directed to their relevent areas.

There were so many breathtaking exhibits arriving, on
trucks, being towed on trails, and driven to Pinjarra.
Two of the stanebut exhibitors would have to be Peter

Creek and Peter and Ros Craig, both of whom drove
their tractors and vans across Australia, one of them via
the Nullarbor at the bottom and the other via Darwin
across theop! What a marvellous feat that was and it
was quite exciting to be there to welcome them both.

Although we had a few hiccups over the weekend, in
general things went very well. The evening meal on the
Saturday certainly tested Fairbridge staff, bustweere
happy to give them some slack. After all, there was
plenty to talk about while you waited!

At the end of the three days there were a lot of very
tired but happy people, who were very sorry to see the
end of the weekend, and have to say goodbymto
old friends and new ones made that weekend.

Ralph welcomes Peter Creek.

Peter & Ros Craigrom Victoria.

TR

Part of &C Display.
Continued on Page32
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Most of the Organisingimittee
presenting Fairbridge with a plaque.

The Tractor Trek arrives.

All of theRally Committee received one
of thesemachinenyplaques.

STEAMERGO6GS DAY AT Ml
26" August 2012.

The MPC held the annual steaming dayhianewly
extended workshqpwith small and large stationary
engines,portable steam engine running, scale model
traction engines, steam train and steam boat (under
steam bt not sailing). A Trash and Treasure stall was
also held. The main event was the commissioning and
official thanks for the restoration by the Club and
generous manufacturers and friends of the 1904 Clayton
and Shuttleworth steam tractor after 5 years.

LAKE GOLDSMITH 100 " RALLY.
November 2012.

Bob and Brenda Wallis and Ralph and Wendy Thomas
made this rally one of their stops on a trip to the Eastern
States. |t was t he
Virtue had been displayed at Lake Goldsmith, the first
time at their 50 rally in 1987 when he NHMA was
formed.

e i)

o

Relaxing at a campi
site stop after a
daydés d

Land

A model Rover.

NHMA 14 NATIONAL RALLY. 19 721 April 2013.
MUDGEE, N.S.W.

The focal paint of this rallywasthe MP C G'musty

DLAND Vﬁ?g%g Iﬁd'| 6%5 %uilt in Cheltenham, England in the

mid 18906s. It is only the
Trusty in the world. George Chappell and Paul
Freeman, amongst othersdh@een extremely inveed

in the restoration of this rare engine, andhit perfectly

for the three dayof its first public appeara® since
restoration by George and his two sons, lan and Keith.

A group of 20 members from the MPC travelled across
the country once agaimiith various exhibits including
model live steam displays by Lindsay Hill and Ralph
Thomas David Pether displagd the MPC model
Alchin Traction engineBob Wallishad his collection
of rare and unusual tools and WA timbers; a Dairy
display by Les Jones and Les Smith; Clive Griffiths
with his Heinrici hot air engine and Graeme Simpson
with his Fairbanks Morse.

- = — = " I! ? -

secondi

Leslones Mil king Display.

Ralph and
Wendy Thgd
Steam Display.
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MPC CHRISTMAS LUNCH i 8 December 2013.

The lunch this
yearwas held in the
Tool Box meeting
room. Georgeand
Kerry Sepcevich
received a special
award for the most

congstentexhibitors, and Stewart Macpherson for the
best exhibit for the year. Congratulations to them all

U

Stewart (Left)
And George.
(Right) with
their awards.

NHMA 15" NATIONAL RALLY.
27 Febi 1 Mar 2015. CARRICK, TASMANIA.

A very small contingent of MPC attended this rally
Keith and Kathy Chappell, Ralph and Wendy Thomas
and Stephen Barlas. Keith and Ralph sharesteam
model display.

It was the first timeRalph and Wendyad been to
Tasmania and the ferry trip wagireat experience. With
a long caravan and a fowheel drive vehiclewe were
the last to be loaded, but the first to disembark.
Tasmaniawas a love} place to visit, bunot the best
place for driving around with this outfit. Howevehe
rally itself wasfirst class with a lot of interesting
exhibits andit wastherethat we managed to purchase
our little Ruston Proctotraction engine, so thamade
the whole trip worthwhile.

o

e K
..

|

BINDOON MUSEUM 1 15 July 2015.

Memberswere welcomedo the museunby Clive
Griffiths and Dave Lucas, and with their volunteeers,
there were around 50 people who were treated to
morning tea, before a tou
and Arts and Crafts Centre. After a sausage sizzle lunch,
Dave Lucas took us to view his mallous collection in
a 15 plus car convoyA few us went on afterwards to
member Clive Griffi
for MPC membersand a chance to see how others
display.

thos hd

Some of Dave

DFES HISTORICAL & RESTORATION VISIT.
215t March 2016.

Members enjoyed a visit to the historical and
restoration section of the Department of Fire and
Emergency Services iBelmont,by kind invitation of
Bob Hawrylak

After an interesting talk by Boland a morning coffee,
members inspected the mamgtored vehicles

Doug Bakerés Austin 7 with one

of the restored Fire Engines.
GUILDFORD HERITAGE FAIR 1 26" March 2017.

12 members and partners attended this festival, and
after early showers it cleared to a fine day. Our area was
too small for our displays so we had to double up.

) = e

drou do it this way Lésays George. James Riddle with his engine.
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160 NHMA NATIONAL RALLY i 21-23 April 2017.
HAMILTON, Victoria.

7 members and partners representing the MPC, Hand 3t gt .

Tool Club, TOMC and Hugh Manning Tractor Museum
attended thidlational Rally. Ralph and Wendy Thomas
with their extensive collection of model steam and Hot
Air engines. Keithwith the model Mill engine thahe
and George hhjust finished. Victor James and Kim
Freind took their typewriters, computers and phone
switch board in the back of the club trailer. Bob and
Brenda Wallisdisplayedtheir wood working tools and

a model steam engin®avid and Jan Pethéook an
absolutely tiny 4 cylenginethat fittedinto his pocket,
which his Dad machined during WWRes andDiane
Jonestook model aircraftengines, gas turbines, 2 & 4
strokes, which Les sectioned andotated to show
internals.

A/ S

Ralphand Keith orduty at the show. Elwyn & DaisyHarriesd

6Buttercupbd.

A view of some of the Rally Ground and Displays.
MOORA SHOW i 16 September 2017.

A fine and sunny day for this show, though not a lot
of spectators.

The MPC display. Ore Crusher.

Mining Display by Ralph Thomas. Bill Gabriel & Ross Morton.

ST. JOHNOGS DEFI BRI LLAT

In August of 2017 several members went on a course
Johndés in Bel mont f
Defibrillator, and the following month the club
purchased a Defibrillator (with opposition from some
members) for the sum of $2000, including@Eabinet

with alarm and light. Fortunately, so far we have never
had to use it!

BRITISH AUTO CLASSIC i CLAREMONT.
29 October 2017.

This was a huge show for all things British and the
MPC did their best to display in the theniée public
came in their droves and the exhibits were many and
varied.We had visits during the day from several nion
exhibiting members.

Part of the MPC Display.

Some of the displays
at the British Auto
Classic.

In the latter part of this year the MPC was informed
that they would be locked out d8lock 3 for an
indefinate period due to an asbestos scare discovered
during construction worKThis forced us to cancel the
busy program we had planned, particulauly to the
Christmas period. The decision also meant we had to
hastily remove equipment required for any planned
rallies, as well as personal items. Members were
notified by email and phone and the situation handled
quite successfully.

An evening meal wakeld atthe Gosnells Hotebs a
substitute for the cancelled Christmas lunch in the
workshops.
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